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THE COLUMBIANA COUNTY ANTI-SLAVERY SO- 
CIETY,' TO THE CITIZENS OF OHIO. 



Man, as a part of creation, is a beinn; who havinjj no agency 
in producing his own existenco, thereforo can have no control 
over the necessities and principles which, in some measnre, go- 
vern his acti )ns — such as the partakinji; of food, sliielding and 
protecting himself from the clv.inges of the seasons, and from 
<he inclen\ency of the weather. 
V These wants hoing common to all, a knowledge of the ncces* 
fiily to make exertion in order to ohlain ihc means for supplying 
them, appears equally common to all coming within this gene- 
ra! term, man. Hence, all haoing these propensities or wants, 
ALL MUST have natural right to obtain; consequently, no 
one can have any right to prohibit or t() prevent his fellow 
the exercise of this equitable^ natural and indispensible right: 
yet, as some men have been constituted with more bodily 
strength than others, in the exercise of this natural right, ihey 
have often made use of their extra strength to the prejudice of 
their fellows. Hence, men have been iiiducoJ to for.n commu- 
nities, which have established (what is commonly called) gov- 
ernment, the use and design of which was (and still ought lobe) 
the protection of the weak from iheencroachmenfis of the strong, 
thus securing to each individual the exorcise of these natural 
and common rt^'/i^ii-, in procuring the means to supply these com- 
mon wants. 

Government is of different forms and has been variously ad- 
ministered in dif^jrent countries and at different periods o(^ time, 
not necessary at present to be defined or described. The ona 
under which we live, was formed on the broad and general prin- 
ciples of: equal and unalienable rights^ which was emphatically 
proclainsed in i's very first formation, and has been so emphati- 
cally repeated at each annual revolution which the earth has 
performed in its orbit, from :hat to the present period of time — it 
was incorporated into the compact under which our own slato 
has assumed that independence whereby she claims a right of 
membership in that government, wtiich so loudly boasts that 
these are the i(ntntitable principles upon which aZi government 
(should, and does of right stasid. 

Notwithstanding all which, it i^- a fact much to be regretted, 
that these great and fundamental principles <»f government have 
not been st> closely observed and scrupulously^adhared to, as tf» 
have all the enactments made under the authority (ostensibly) 
of this compact, strictly consistent with the spirit and principles 
which it sets forth; and that in comparing the principles of soma 
acts with those of this compact, there is so much iacoDgruilv 
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we can only reconcile thorn by admitting the correctness of the 
ancient maxim, that "Power constitutes right,'' 

However repugnant ihis-istale maxim may be (and certainly 
is) to tbe generous feelings of the philanthropist and Christian, 
yet there appears no more correct way of accounting for the fol- 
lowing act, which we find recorded among the statutes of this 
state since the 25' h of January, 1S07, viz: 

"I?cj it enacted by the general assenibhj of the state of Ohio, 
That no negro or mulatto person shall be permitted to migrate 
nnd settle within this state, unless such negro or mulatto person 
shall within twenty days thereafter enter into bond with tvvoor 
more freehold sureties in the penal sum of five hundred dollars, 
before the clerk of tbe court of common pleas of the county in 
which such negro or mulatto may wtsh to reside, conditioned 
for the good behavior of such negro or mulatto, and moreover 
to pay for the support ol such person, in case he, she or they 
should thereafter be found within any township in this state, 
unable to support themselves; and if any negro or mulatto per- 
son shall migrate into this state and not comply with the provi- 
sions of this act, it shall be the duty of the overseers of the poor 
of the township where such negro or mulatto person may be 
found, to remove immediately such black or mulatto person, in 
the same manner as is required in the case of paupers." 

As the second section of this law only makes provision for 
registermg the bond, giving certifinate, &c., it is not necessary 
to take time and paper in transcribing it here. But the third 
sec. declares — ^^'That if any person l^eing a resident of this state 
shall employ, harbor or conceal any such negro or mulatto per- 
son aforesaid, contrary to the provisions of the first section of 
this act, any person so offending shall forfeit and pay for everjr 
such offence any sum not exceedinir one hundred dollars, one 
half to the informer, the other half to the use of the poor, &c„ 
and moreover be liable for the maintenance and support of such 
negro or mulatto persor., provided he, she or they shall become 
unable to support themselves. 

"Sec. 4. That no black or mulatto person or persons shall 
hereafter lie permitted to lie sworn or give evidence in any 
court of record, in any case depending or matter of controversy, 
where either party to the same is a white person." 

Now, does ihe first section of this act agree with the great and 
fundamental prmciples ou which our national government was 
declare<l to be base I, and whirh we find recorded in the 1st sec, 
of the 8th article of our state constitution, in these words: — "We 
declare that all men are born equally jree and independent, 
and have certaiu natural, inherent and unalienable rights, 
among which are the enj oyifig and defending life and liberty, 
acquiring, possessmg sind protecting ^toi^QtXy^ and pursuing an^ 
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oliaining Jiappmess and safety Is the giving of bond "ih th« 
personal sum o^Jlve Jnmdred dollars, and finding suret)^ before 
we are permitted to acquire titid possess 'property, or to ptirsve 
mid obtain happiness A MARK OF FREEDOM-- OF Xffi- 
ERTY? No, surely, we cannot have the enjoyment of liberty 
and freedom, unless we have the liberty of going where we 
please, into any commiinit3% remaininor as long as wo please 
and pursuing after the same means of happiness on the same 
terms which o?hers do. We must remember our constitution 
does not say "«i!Z7??m" of a certain color "are horn equally free 
and independent," &c., but the language is unlimited, that ALL 
MEN are so born, and have the se "natural, inherent and un- 
alienable rights;'' and surely none will deny that blacks and 
mulatloes are men. This l)eing admitted, under this clear dec- 
laration of our constitution, they must have all the same rights 
which others enjoy — (he same rjghi to defend life — the same 
right to acquire and possess property. Yet this law denies 
them these rights, in substance, by requiring almost impossibili- 
ties — two freehold sureties, bound in the sum of five hundred 
dollars! that they never will so far give way to the passions 
and weaknesses incident to human nature, as to ofleno against 
our laws! that ihey will, so \o\Mr as life may be permitted, be 
able to supply their own necessities, notwithstandmg the nume- 
rous accidents and casualties to which human nature is liable! 
Few^, very few of us who are called while, would be able to do 
this, was it required at our hands, murh less those of a darker 
complexion against whom there is such a general prejudice. 
Without this the law determines that they shall not defend life, 
by the third section's prohibiting any iiihabi'ant of the state giv- 
ing them employment, or harboring them under a hea»'y penal- 
ty; thus cutting ( ff the honest means of obtaining support. — 
Hence they cannot defend life unless they resort t(j plundering 
or return to the place from w hence they came, (probably a state 
of slavery.) In order that the means of living shall I effectu- 
ally cut oft;one-haif ihe fine (even if it should be hundred dol- 
lars) is oflered to the informer. C«n there l)e a mnre flagrant 
violation of "natural and inht-rent rijihts" than den\ing a man 
the right of living b ngcr, and d(.ominv him to waste his few re- 
maining da\s in feeling the tormrnt of hunger? 

If there sboub! be some individuals of ibe commuruty too hn- 
mane to pennil this, it is not to thecndit of the law or the law- 
makerp; such beii g the manilf st spirit ai d intent u{ the law, 
such as aver, its elTcct do it at a hnzard, and ninst c( me under 
the censure of law-breukers. But violam g ihe rijihfs of the co- 
lored man is not the only infrinoemcni ot ri:. his to be ( barged t© 
this law ; it equally violat* sthe rights of ihe philanlhropist and 
the Christian, iu their puisuii of happiness. Suppose one of this 
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€olor comes to our houses seeking^ employment, in orJer (o oh-* 
tain honestly the means of sustaining life; we inquire if he has 
given bond as the law requires, he answers no; tells us he is a 
atranger, is poor, ishunjiry and likely to become naked; by this 
law we are not permilied to give lum employ, no matter how 
greEt ma) be his necessity for aid; no, we must not extend to 
him the common rntcsof hospiUilUi/^or perform \he duties of 
Christian cftaiiiij or we a re liable to l>e prDsecutcd for harboring. 
Thus we are Ibrbiddeti to stratify our feelings of philani!iropy,by 
administering tothe necessiiiesof a fellow-being — to fulfil one of 
the most important commards of the Saviour: nauiely, "What- 
soever ye would men sh">uld do unto you, do ye even so tothem/* 
And the Christian is brought to the painful dilecnma of breaking 
the law of his God or the law of bis country ; this, loo! in a land 
where almost all profess to be Ciu istians!! 

Let us now bjok at the 4th section of this law : the preceding' 
sections seem.s to guard very carefully all avenues against tha 
colored man acquiring and possessing property; nevertheless, 
should the humane and Christian feelinii of son)P, so far pre- 
vail, (as ii has already done in some places,) as to put this unrigh- 
teous law at defiance, and pernut him to coriie and acquire prop- 
erty, ibis section opens a door for him to l}e legally cheated out 
of it. To prove this, we will supp( se one of this cast to be in- 
dustrious and economical, and have acquired some property; 
one of bis white neigblers (too lazy and base to obtain a living 
honestly, as does the mati of dark countetjance) coucludes to 
ciieat him. The wbiio man goes at d agrees with his dark 
neighbor to pay bim fil'iy or sixty dollars at a period of future 
time for certain property which tbey mutually agree to be its val- 
ue — there is no other \\ bite person present ; the colored man be- 
lieving his w hite neighbor honest, does not take the precaution 
to have written evidence oi'ibeir contract, and delivers the pro- 
perty. Wben the time of payment comes round he asks his 
while neighbor for the moaes — recieves l(»r answer that he owes 
him nothing. How can he obtain bis just due? Were he white 
he cou d make out his actoinpt and sulstantiate it by hiso\\n 
testimony; but not so in the present case — b.e may have a do- 
zen colored witnesses, but it avails him nothing! a while person 
is a party! and none l)ut while jiersons are permitted to give 
testimou) : thus the colored man is wronged out of his earning, 
this too according to law I and in «:pp< sitiou to the provision of ihd 
7th section of the 8th article of the C(,nstituiion, which says, 
**That allcovrts shall he open and every person for an injury 
done him in his lands, gi ods, perst n < r reputation, shall havt 
rtmcdy hy due course oflaw^ and right and justice administer- 
^without denial or delay. ''^ Hero «igain we find the terms 
lised by the framers of our constitution, full and unlimited, em^ 
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bracing all the hman family. And how is it possible for nny 
one to read these two sections of the constitution, and concieva 
that black and mulatto persons were not iutended to he embra-. 
ced in those general terms, and entitled equally to all the rights 
and privileges eniimerated, we are at a loss tn understand. 

In rev'iewinjr this law, we find all its provisions and hearings 
calculated to pr(»duce an efFect, the reverse of that tor which 
goverrjrnent was instituted: viz, administerin<j rj«ilu atidjusticcj 
andencournnring industry and honesty, by protectini: them; in- 
Blead of which, by refusing employment to the colored nian, 
drives him to dishonest means for sustaining life, and invites 
the white man to defraud, yea to maim and abuse the black and 
mulatto man with impunity. And for what cause? Is it 
because they have not the same wants, the same appetites, and 
the same passions with the white man? Is it in consequence of 
any defect in their nature? The legislature in adt^pting a re- 
])ort made by Mr. McNutt, chairman of tbo committee on the 
judiciary, to whom was reterred petitions asking the repeal of 
this law, ir» January, 1834, have unqualiiM^y declared "that 
there is NO iiefect in their nature." 

Thus we can find no other reason, than because God in h'lB 
wisdom, has given them a color darker than ;hose who assume 
the right of making and adnunistering the laws. But has he gi- 
ven any warrant to the man of bright cohtr, to oppress those of 
tidark? From an attentive perusal of the book generally ad- 
mitted to contain his revealed u ill, we are unable to find one 
word which will show one color to have any pre rocra live or ad- 
vantage over another. But on the contrary, it teaches that all 
men are brethren — that we must be jusi and merciful to all, 
without respect to persons, as we expect to receive blessing and 
mercy at his almighty hand. 

There is another view we should like to lake of this law, be- 
fore leaving it, in order to show more rofi'[>letely its inconsis- 
tency with the fundamental principles of our government. In 
the 2d sec. of the 4th article of the constitution of the U. Slates, 
we find it stated that *^The citizens of each state shall be entit- 
led to ALL the privileges and immunities (»f t i'izensinthe several 
states." The question here will arise, uho arc citizens? Nei- 
ther of the coifStituiions from which we have quoted, appears to 
define this term particularly. The one from w hi< h we last quo- 
ted, in fixing the mode of apportioning repres» ntaiives and di- 
rect taxes (which appears to be the most (Icfiime clause on the 
iubject) among the several states, says it shall I e '^according to 
their respective numbers, which shall be (leiermined by adding 
tothe whole number of free persous, mcluding sho.^e bound t» 
«e;vice for a number of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, 
tiiree-fifths of all other persons." From this ciuuse it wouW 
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seem all free persons were to be considered citizens, (at least 
those born within the limits of the states,) except Indians not 
taxed; this appears also consistent with the usage and custom 
of nations. Hence we conclude that this law is a violation of 
the general compact, which i*i is emphatically declared in iha 
Gih art. of that constitution, *'Shall be the supreme lawoftho 
land; and the judges of every state shall he bound thereby, tiny 
thing in the constitution or hiws of any state notwithstanding." 
But if we even make cilizenship to rest on the elective franchise 
we still say this law deprives the citizens of some slates from all 
the privileges and immunities ofcitizens of this slate, inasmuch 
as colored persons exercise this privilege in several states in this 
union. Since then this law is so inimical to the principles of 
our stale constitution, to those of the United States, to the feel- 
ings of humanity, and to the duties required by Christianity, 
shall we, fellow-citizens, suffer it longer to remain in our stat- 
ute book, ns a monument of the influence of a prejudice which 
wasconrieved in injustice and fraud — has been nursed, strength- 
ened and oontinued by cruelty and oppression? We hope there 
is too much magnanimity^ too great love of justice^ philanthro- 
py and (Christianity among the citizens ol this state (on a seri- 
ous investiiiation) to allow it. We therefore respectfully invit» 
your attention to the subject, and entreat you to divest your- 
selves of the influence of this wicked prejudice, by frequently 
meditating on the injunction of the Saviour — **Whalsoever y© 
would men should do unto you, do ye even so to them." 

Unconstitutional and discreditable as the law we have been 
considering is, there is another, bearing date 1834, which, on 
examina ion, we apprehend will not increabe the fnmeof Ohio 
for justice and equity, or for philanthropy and Christian benev- 
olence, more than the one of 1807. It is that regulating com- 
mon scho(jls. From the rights of white children being particu- 
larly guarantied, the property of black and mulatto persons ex- 
empted from taxation, for all school purposes, this law appears 
to contemplate the exclusion of children not counted white, and 
is generally so understood : although the law does not say they 
shall, yet the efl^ect is much the same as if it did. Il was stated 
in the Patriot & Shield of Newlisbon, a few moruhs since, that 
when the last census was taken there wer'^ about 9,C00 colored 
persons in Ohio. We may safely esiimate one-third of this num- 
ber to be under 21 years of aoe, and therefore coming under th© 
class of scholars. Then we have 3,000 or upwards <»f children 
in this state, who aie excluceil from our schools, ahhough thd 
25th sec. of the Sih art. of ouj state constitution declares "That 
no law sh«»ll be passed to prevent the poor in the several coun- 
ties and townships within this slate, from an equal pariicipatioa 
to the schools, acadamieS; colleges and universities within this 
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arising frem donations made hy the United States, for the sup- 
port of schools and colleges, and the doors of said schools, acad- 
mies and universities shall be open for the reception of scholars, 
studentsand teachers oC evert/ grade^ without awy distinction or 
preference whatever." Notwithstanding this clear and unqual- 
ifiod declaration of our constitution, and the undeniable fact of 
the U. States having set apart the IGth section of land in each 
original surveyed township, as a donation for education, and 
the proceeds arising from these sections are made part of the en- 
dowment for supporting our common schools, yet all the schol- 
ars of a certain color are excluded. And why ? Is it because 
they are not poor? McNutt in his report, to which we alluded 
in speaking of the law of 1807, assigns the general poverty of 
black and mulatto persons, as one reason why they ought to 
be prevented from migrating and settling in this state. As was 
previously observed, we vvere unable to discover in the clauses 
of the constitution ofuaranteein<T ^'natural and inherent rmhts," 
any distinction on account of* col )r, so in this case, on the sub- 
ject of edijcation, we can find no exception any color or class. 
The expressions are, '''of every grade^ without x\NY distinc- 
tion whatever.'' Muy wa not very j istiy assuMit^, that the 
legislature, by s^ilecting a phrasoolofry which is generally in- 
terpreted to exclude more than 3,000 youth from our schools, 
and from the benefit of a fund originally intended for their use, 
have tnolated the constitution? We think this a conclusion on 
a candid examination, reasonable, and to which we are irresis- 
tably drawn. And we ask why have our legislators determined 
on the exclusion of this class? Is it because they are so vicious 
that moral suasion and salutary discipline cannot prevent their 
corrupting others, ifadmitted into our common schools? From 
an examitiation of this law, we do not discover any such reason. 
If such had been the view of the legislature, why was it not sta- 
ted? and why are not vicious whites also excluded? — since there 
may be more than 9,000 (we have no doubt) selected in this 
state, who, on a comparison with our colored population, will 
not be behind them iu any vice and immorality. But no, it is 
fornsne of these reasons, since it is generally admitted that 
there is no defect in their naturt — their wants are as great and 
their claims as good as those of a white complexion. But it is 
because God has given them a color different from those legis- 
lators and their immediate constituents. And thus, no2 content 
with continuing to deprive the man whom our foreHuhers have 
degraded by iheir injustice and oppression, of his "natural and 
inherent rights," in defending life, "acquiring, posses«jing and 
defending properly," we determine to entail degradation on his 
poslen'iy, by cutting off the means whereby ihey might probably 
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rise from it, and the means of feeding and sustaining the intel- 
lectual man. We will not allow ihem the sweet comfort of pe- 
rusin^ij that volume which we ourselves so highly value, or to 
benefu themselves by being Acquainted with the experience of 
those who have lived betbre us. And for all ihis, we cnn as- 
sign no belter reason than ihat our fathers have, by the strong 
arm of power, degraded theirs; therefore, as dutiful children 
we will coniinue to practice the samel uotv/Khslauding we con- 
demn our fuihers for tearing theirs from their own native land, 
and deprivin:; thorn of their just right »o liberty !! Will not the 
same condemn Uioa be juslly applied to us in Us fullest force ^ 
which was by Christ to those who buiided thvj sepulchres of tha 
prophets whom their fathers had slain j and yet did the same thing 
themselves? 

VVe pretend to disapprove and condemn the southern states 
for keeping slaves. But when they consider our laws and our 
treatmt nt of colored persons^ what must be their conclusions? 
Why, (hat we consider persons of this cast not entitled to the 
rights and privileges of men- -a class fit only to exist in a state 
of abject servitude; Should their sense of jus'ice to the righla 
of man be suffieiently clear and strong to induce them to liberata 
their slaves, feelings of charily would forbid it, and they must 
settle down under thtj belief^ that to continue their bondage, if 
not strict justice, is yet the best circumstances will admit. — 
Thus we are afTjrdmg one of the strongest arguments to tho 
slaveholders to continue their oppression, while we are exclaim- 
ing against their oppression. 

In conclusion, we would exhort you, tellow-citizcns, to instruct 
the legislature to repeal these acts, which we think we havo 
shown to lie i.iconsisient with the plain declaration of our con- 
stitution, and which you must acknowled^je are contrary to the 
short and comprehensive rule given by Christ himsell to his im- 
mediate followers, for the government of men: to wit, "Whatso^ 
ever ye would men should do unto you, do ye even so to them^" 
Let ua* endeavor todivest ourselves of that prejudice against our 
colored tellovv-citizeus, which ia the offspring of injustice and 
oppression — uike them by the hand — teach their minds to ex* 
plore the pleasant hills of science, and soar, in contemplating 
the wonders of creation, to the great Creator. Thus we will 
convince our southern brethren, that men whose ancestors were 
from Africa, are as capable of enjoying freedom as those from 
Europe, and that we believe they a ro as justly entitled to it; 
We may then with assurance and success say to them, you 
©ught r.ot to keep vour fellow beings in bondage, and exclaim 
with the celebrated JefT^rson, "I tremble for mv country ! when 
I reflect thai Gud is just! that his justice willnot sleep forever!** 



